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Believe Achieve Succeed

Welcome

from the Headteacher
I have the pleasure of welcoming you to our school, Parrs Wood
High School and Sixth Form. We are Manchester’s largest school
with almost 2000 students from years 7 to 13. We have a proven
track record of securing academic achievement and pastoral
development. This has been recognised by Ofsted when they
graded the school at least ‘Good’, in all areas in 2015, since then
we have continued to improve our outcomes for our students.
Our team of experienced teachers, support staff and leaders are
at the core of our success. They ensure we set high expectations
in terms of behaviour, challenge within lessons and independent
study. The team of staff is relentless in improving our school and
is dedicated to allowing all of our students realising their true
potential via excellent teaching, learning and pastoral support.
One of our core values is ‘community’. We are proud of our truely
comprehensive and inclusive school. We recognise that working
in strong partnerships with our parents is at the heart of making a
successfull school. By developing these positive relationships we
ensure that all of our children are safe, happy and will succeed.

At Parrs Wood, we really believe in the potential of young people. Our school is not only about achieving academically, we have
an extensive range of extra-curricular programmes. These include the usual sports teams, drama performances, gardening groups
and numerous leadership opportunities. Our facilities and size enable us to develop a curriculum that allows all children to make
excellent progress regardless of their background.
I remember my own school days as the ‘best days of my life’ and it is that vision that permeates throughout the school. Our Parrs
Wood promise to you, the students, is to provide you with opportunities which enable you to leave Parrs Wood with the necessary
skills and learning to continue on to University, to Apprenticeships or enter the world of work, and ultimately make a positive
contribution to society.
We are confident that in choosing Parrs Wood you are making a sound investment of time in your child’s education and future. I
would encourage you to visit us, either at an Open Evening or by appointment. We look forward to working with you in the future
and sharing our school with you.

Mark McElwee, Headteacher.

OUR MISSION - “For all of our students to believe in themselves,
achieve their academic and social potential, and to succeed in
securing their future in education, training or the workplace.”
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Parrs Wood High School
Parrs Wood opened in 1967 as an 11-18 years coeducational comprehensive school situated in the
South Manchester suburb of Didsbury. Our main school
is housed in buildings opened in 2000, with 1500 pupils
in years 7 to 11, whilst our 400 Sixth Form students are
mainly based in Parrs Wood House, our 18th Century
Georgian Villa and newly built extension with cutting
edge IT suites, classrooms and coffee shop.
Parrs Wood is truly comprehensive. We are a multicultural, multi-faith school with a broad range of ability
levels and we have an excellent local, national and
international reputation. Parrs Wood High School is at
the heart of our community and it’s facilities are used
by a wide range of community groups including being
a base for the Bobby Charlton International Summer
School programme. We have very strong links with

Founding member of
the Greater Manchester
Learning Trust

local primary schools, further and higher education
and local business to the benefit of our students.
Within our main school building, the Independent
Learning Centre provides our students with
an opportunity to develop a wide range of
independent curriculum based study skills. It is
staffed by a permanent team who support our
students to become independent and reﬂective
learners. Our Virtual Learning Environment
ensures that our students can access resources
and communicate with teachers about their work
outside lesson time, using the internet. In addition
we offer a ‘home-school’ package for some
students who have diﬃculty in coming to school
due to illness, injury or other reasons.

Mission Statement
For all of our students to believe in themselves, achieve
their academic and social potential, and to succeed
in securing their future in education, training or the
workplace.
To achieve our mission we will…
• understand and celebrate the diversity of our
children and community.
• provide a curriculum and extra curriculum that
engages, motivates and meets our children’s
learning needs and aspirations.
• teach in ways that inspire, challenge and develop
thinking.
• provide an experience where all our children know
that they are valued and are encouraged and
challenged to succeed.
• provide high quality information, advice and
guidance.
• demonstrate, and expect, respect for oneself,
others and our environment.
• develop emotional literacy and social skills, so that
our children can live healthy, happy and successful
lives.
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Facilities
Parrs Wood High School has excellent facilities:
• All subject areas are suited in dedicated rooms.
• We have extensive ICT facilities both within the
main school and the Sixth Form with the latest
smartboard technology in all teaching rooms.
• The Independent Learning Centre is available to all
students which is equipped with computers and a
well-stocked library staffed by qualified librarians.
• Purpose built specialist rooms exist for Technology,
Science, Languages, Art, Construction and Beauty
Therapy.
• Parrs Wood House, a 1780s listed building, within
the campus, is home for our Sixth Form which has
a proud tradition of academic success.
• A recent expansion to the Sixth Form has increased
our ICT specialist rooms, teaching areas and has
incorporated a coffee shop. We have also recently
refurbished our common room.
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• Our sporting facilities include an astroturf recreational area, large sports hall,
gymnasium, dance studio and fitness suite.
• The main dining hall doubles as a large
auditorium and performance space. In
addition there is a Drama Studio and Editing
Suite.
• Our Music facilities offer suites of classrooms,
rehearsal rooms, an ICT suite for Music
Technology and a state of the art recording
studio for internal and community use.
• On site vocational provision has been
developed allowing us to provide
opportunities for some of our pupils to study
Construction and Beauty Therapy alongside
their core curriculum.

What do OFSTED say?
PARRS WOOD IS OFFICIALLY A
‘GOOD’ SCHOOL!
At our most recent inspection
Ofsted reported the following about our school...
‘The headteacher and leaders at all levels provide a
consistently challenging but caring approach to school
performance and the school is well placed to improve
further.’
‘As a result of good teaching, students overall make
good progress so that, by the end of Year 11 they
have reached higher than average standards in many
subjects, including English, Science and Mathematics.’
‘The additional specialist support provided for some
low-ability students in English and Mathematics is
helping them to become increasingly confident and
more engaged in their learning when they return to
their normal lessons. This helps them to make progress
in line with others.’

‘Teachers provide increasingly challenging and
interesting activities within lessons to extend the
learning for more-able students.’
‘Teacher’s strong subject knowledge and
enthusiasm helps to create lessons which
students enjoy. Their calm approach to behaviour
management means that students remain on task.’
‘Behaviour in lessons and around the school is
good, including at lunchtime and break. Students
consistently show respect towards one another and
to adults.’
‘Students enjoy coming to school and feel safe.
They say that behaviour has also improved in
the last three years, since the headteacher was
appointed.’
The full report be can be seen on the Ofsted
website: www.ofsted.gov.uk

Student Voice
There are many opportunities for our students to become
involved in Student Voice at Parrs Wood and these range
from representing their form or year group on the School
Council to undertaking a leadership qualification or
becoming a peer mentor.
Many of our students support subjects as ‘faculty leaders’
and become involved in teaching and learning as well as

faculty organisation. The Student Voice actively
encourages the involvement of all students at Parrs
Wood.
At the pinnacle of the Student Voice Team are the
democratically elected and interviewed Head Boy
and Head Girl and their team of deputies.
Below are the team for 2017 - 2018.
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Admissions
Why should I consider Parrs Wood as my first choice school?
The ethos of Parrs Wood is achievement, celebration
and reward. We are proud of our strong tradition
of academic success and service to the community.
Celebration of our Students’ contributions and
achievements are central to life at Parrs Wood. Whilst
we celebrate our students’ progress on a daily basis,
celebration assemblies, reward trips and awards
evenings provide more formal opportunities to
recognise their achievements.

The pinnacle of our academic and community
achievement awards takes place at the prestigious
Stockport Plaza annually in September.
Parrs Wood High School provides support for your
child’s personal and intellectual development. Each
student has daily contact with their form tutor who
will share in achievements, deal with concerns and
monitor progress in learning.
The Form Tutors and Heads of Learning ensure
that all our students are happy, challenged and
are achieving their academic and social potential.
Year groups are also supported by Pupil Support
Managers and a Pastoral Secretary.
There are many opportunities for your child to
contribute to the life of the school. All students are
encouraged to be actively involved in their learning
during lessons and there are a significant number
of extra-curricular activities that will extend their
learning beyond the classroom and develop their
academic, social and leadership skills.
The Student Leadership Team, made up of
nominated Year Representatives, work closely with
the Headteacher, contributing to the evaluation
and further development of learning and teaching
at Parrs Wood.
All staff, teaching and support, have the welfare
and success of your child at heart. Parents are kept
fully informed of the progress of their child through
Review Days (KS5), Parents Evenings, Information
Evenings, Termly Reviews and Annual Reports.
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How to gain admission to
Parrs Wood
Parrs Wood is a comprehensive school, open to girls
and boys of all religions and backgrounds. Admission to
year 7 and other year groups is through the Manchester
Admissions Oﬃce and follows current City Council policy.
In the Autumn Term of Year 6, students and their families
receive details of how to apply for the High School of their
choice.
You will have the opportunity to visit the school on one of
our Open Mornings, or on our Open Evening, during the
first half of the Autumn Term. Parrs Wood always welcomes
visitors. If you cannot come to the Open Days please
telephone school to arrange a visit at a mutually convenient
time.

Transfer
If your child is successful in gaining a place at Parrs Wood,
we have a well established induction programme developed
through our strong links with our partner primary schools,
which begins whilst your child is in Year 6. A full programme
of events and personal interviews ensure that the transfer
to Parrs Wood is smooth and free from anxiety. Students
will have an opportunity to spend a whole day in school
in the Summer Term, where they will sample a number of
lessons and have the opportunity to meet our caring staff.
You will be invited to attend an Induction Evening, where
you will have an opportunity to meet staff and find out
more about the school. The Inclusion Team will be present
or, alternatively, we are able to arrange for individual
meetings at other times.
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Curriculum
The Parrs Wood curriculum is designed to offer each
student the opportunity to fulfil their potential through
a wide range of on site non-vocational and vocational
qualifications.
Our curriculum structure works through a one-week
timetable where every day has 6 lessons of 50mins
each plus a Personal Development Curriculum session
at the start of the day. Within this schedule we aim to
provide a broad, balanced, coherent and challenging
curriculum for all, which enables each student to enjoy
learning and achieve success in school.
Students move through the Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9)
National Curriculum at the rate most suited to their
ability and we work closely with our partner primary
schools to ensure a smooth and successful transition to
high school and the new curriculum. The vast majority
of our students embark on GCSE programmes during
Year 9 and all have the chance to complete at least one
GCSE and a BTec National Certificate (equivalent to 2
GCSEs at grades A*-C) by the end of the year.
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For Years 10 and 11, our students can opt to
study a full range of GCSEs or combine their core
GCSEs with other qualifications in more applied
or vocational subjects. Our curriculum at this
key stage is aimed at securing the best possible
opportunities for students post-16 and we offer a
comprehensive package of Careers guidance and
support to underpin this.
The range of GCSEs on offer at Key Stage 4 builds
into our sixth form curriculum and we encourage as
many of our students as possible to remain with us
into the sixth form to continue their education. A
separate prospectus for the sixth form is available
from the Sixth Form Centre.
Due to our tradition for offering a broad and
balanced curriculum that ensures rigour, national
recognition and acceptance, learning pathway
and continuity, we are best placed for the vast
majority of our students to gain the English
Baccalaureate qualification. In addition, we offer
an Apprenticeship Pathway to meet the needs and
aspirations for some of our students.

Years 7 and 8

Students will follow a common curriculum of English,
Mathematics, Science, ICT, Technology, History,
Geography, a Modern Foreign Language, Art, Music,
Drama, Religious Studies and Physical Education. Some
of our students will be able to study a second language
leading to the potential for 2 languages GCSEs in
Years 10 and 11. During Year 6 we identify a cohort of
students to join our ‘Transition Classes’ in Year 7. These
students will be taught in smaller classes and receive
extra literacy and numeracy lessons. All parents will
receive a Curriculum Booklet outlining further details of
the courses with ideas on ways to help their child.

Year 9

Students may begin their GCSE (or equivalent)
courses in Mathematics, Science, a Modern Foreign
Language and ICT alongside the KS3 course in the
Foundation Subjects. BTec National Certificate
courses are also run in Creative Digital Media
Production - some completing at the end of Year
9. By the end of Year 9 the vast majority of our
students will achieve a GCSE in Statistics and
some students will achieve GCSE or equivalent
qualifications in Languages. Courses in Citizenship
and Religious Education are also followed.

Years 10 and 11

A number of option choices are available alongside
the core curriculum subjects. Facilities are available
to study specialist subjects. It is possible to follow
up to ten subjects at GCSE or equivalent (eg BTec,
NVQ) examination level. External examinations
and assessed pieces of work take place at a range
of times. This depends on the courses undertaken
and the assessment opportunities that we consider
appropriate to the student. We offer students
the opportunity to achieve GCSE equivalent
qualifications in applied subjects through on site
provision in Construction and Beauty Therapy.

Years 12 and 13

We have a large, ﬂourishing Sixth Form housed in
the unique atmosphere of a beautiful Georgian
Villa ‘Parrs Wood House’. The new facilities provide
spacious teaching rooms and study facilties with
the advantages of a college setting within a
supportive and structured environment. A separate
prospectus is available for the Sixth Form Centre.
As an 11-19 school, it is our expectation and
hope that the vast majority of our students will
remain with us into the sixth form to achieve the
level 3 qualifications they desire to enter Higher
Education, an apprenticeship or the workplace.
Each year we have a higher than national average
proportion of students achieving places at Oxbridge
and other Russell Group universities.

Assessment

As a parent or carer of a child at Parrs Wood you
will receive regular reports and progress reviews
each term which will inform both you and your
child of performance to date relative to set targets,
with gradings for attitude to learning and any areas
for development. In lessons, students are expected
to reﬂect and respond to targets set by their
teachers to further develop their learning. Annual
Reports will also be issued each academic year.
Tutors and Heads of Learning have a key role in
monitoring progress and raising achievement
through the Personal Development Curriculum.
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Education
Inclusion
A dedicated team of staff facilitate, support and
monitor students who have special educational needs
or other individual needs. This includes the gifted
and talented as well as students with English as an
additional language. We cater for the needs of students
across all year groups including the Sixth Form.
Learning support is central to our commitment to all
students being recognised as individuals with particular
needs.
A wide variety of support is provided to ensure our
students at Parrs Wood achieve their full potential.
Provision may include:
• in-class support
• individual support
• group work
• differentiated curriculum
• 14–19 Option Pathways
• access arrangements for exams
• multi-agency advice
• counselling
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We value the partnership with parents and try to work
together to identify and support the needs of our
students.
Our specialist teachers and support staff ensure that
our students receive a broad and balanced curriculum.
We have a strong commitment to inclusion which
involves a united commitment from every member of
staff, and all students are encouraged to be actively
involved in all aspects of school life.
More information can be found in a special section of
the school website.
Please visit:
www.parrswood.manchester.sch.uk/about/send.html

Personal Development
Curriculum
For one morning each week, between 8.40am and
9.00am, every year group takes part in an assembly
which incorporates a presentation from staff and/or
students based around a moral theme and opportunity
for reﬂection, an update on personal and group
achievements and attendance, and more general
encouragement and messages for our students to take
advantage of the numerous opportunities to develop
academically and socially.
For the other four mornings, students begin their
day by meeting with their tutor groups as part of the
Personal Development Curriculum. During this time,
in addition to ensuring that they are ‘ready to learn’
(i.e. they are wearing full school uniform, not wearing
jewellery or make-up and that they are fully equipped
with stationery and planners), students will follow a
programme of personal development which includes
healthy lifestyles, careers, current affairs, citizenship
etc.

FRED
Parrs Wood High School is committed to modelling and
promoting British Values. Through a fictitious character
‘FRED’ (Fairness, Respect, Equality and Dignity) who
represents everything that is great about Parrs Wood
students, we ask our students to consider what FRED
would do when faced with every day challenges. It is
our hope that a whole school commitment to FRED
enables our students to develop self-knowledge, selfesteem and self-confidence, helps them distinguish
between ‘right and wrong’ and encourages them to
consider the impact of our behaviour on others.
(Human and Social Development Programme)

Sex Education
Sex education is part of our Health Education
Programme. The programme has been developed by
members of the teaching staff working closely with
the school governors and is an integral part of the
school’s Personal and Social Education programme.
Information, including a full copy of the Sex Education
Policy, is given to all Year 7 parents during their child’s
first term at the school.

Religious Education
We are a diverse multicultural secondary school with
no aﬃliation to a particular religious denomination.
Religious education will be provided for all years.
Assemblies will be held regularly for all students and
attendance is expected, but parents have the right,
by written request to the Headteacher, to withdraw
their children from religious education and religious
assemblies.

Equal Opportunities
“People whatever their ability, age, sex, race or
disability will be given an equal chance.”
In order to achieve this, stereotyped assumptions and
behaviour are challenged and questioned at every
opportunity and appropriate strategies developed
for eradicating discrimination and prejudice. A school
policy has been developed after consultation with
teaching and support staff, students, parents and
governors. This details information concerning the
school community, the environment, uniform, school
meals, assemblies, curriculum, language resources and
displays. This policy is reviewed each year.

International Awareness
Parrs Wood has a well established and far reaching
international dimension. It involves students of all ages
and abilities, and impacts on a whole range of subject
areas. This includes student visits to France, Germany,
Spain and the USA and professional collaboration with
teaching colleagues in Russia, China and South Africa.
The school hosts the Bobby Charlton Soccer School
whereby children from across the world work alongside
our pupils in educational (sports) programmes.
As we continue to extend these links, an increasing
number of students will have the opportunity to be
involved in further International activities both during
lessons and through extra-curricular activities.
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Extended Learning (Homework)
Extended learning is a key part of every student’s
learning experience and is used to consolidate and
further develop learning that takes place during
lessons. Our students record all extended learning
tasks in their Student Planner. We ask parents to check
and sign the Student Planner weekly to monitor their
child’s progress. Parents can also use the planner to
communicate with Form Tutors by writing comments.
Early in the first term, an extended learning schedule
is issued to all our students which helps them to
organise their time. Typical extended learning tasks
include practicing skills and/or techniques, answering
questions, exam practice, extended reading and writing,

11

revision, research, coursework, project work
and presentation preparation. Our Independent
Learning Centre has over 100 computers which are
available for students to complete extended study
before and after school and at lunchtimes.
Extended learning is regarded as an essential part
of learning and helps our students to consolidate
skills and knowledge covered in class, or to extend
or widen their knowledge of a particular subject
area. Students will be given guidance and a target
comment, informing them of their progress and
how to develop their knowledge further.

Enrichment

SMSC (Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural)

Development
Parrs Wood High School offers over 50 lunchtime and
after school activities. Whether your child is sporting,
musical, artistic, looking for intellectual challenge or
simply wishes to relax, there will be a club or activity to
suit.

Drama
• A major school production
• Drama workshop groups and regular
theatre visits
• Lower School Drama Club
• Technical Theatre Team

Music

Shout

Parrs Wood is a centre of musical excellence. The
school presently boasts:
• a Big Band
• a String Orchestra
• a String Quartet
• a Brass Group
• Choirs
• an Indian Music Group
• Russian Music Group
• Steel Pans
• Blues Band
All perform in school and within the community.

Our production company, “Shout”, gives our
students access to all aspects of theatre including
technical, performance and business. They are
encouraged to develop team work skills and
experience learning beyond the school campus.

Art Club
The Art department holds exhibitions of our students’
work in school and the community. The department
also supports costume, makeup and set design teams.
Parrs Wood students take the lead in contributing to
many activities and exhibitions in the annual Didsbury
Arts Festival.

Professionals from diverse industries such as
theatre, T.V., engineering, design and technology
work closely with our students to enrich their
learning experience.

Dance
Dance is a growing subject at GCSE and A-level and
there are many opportunities to get involved with
outside of lessons including Lower School Dance
club, Dance shows and specialist led workshops.

12

Sport
The school has extensive, well-maintained playing fields for Football, Rugby, Cricket, Athletics and Rounders. It
has a ﬂoodlit Astro-turf pitch for Netball, Hockey and Tennis, a gymnasium and a large sports hall or Basketball,
Badminton, Football, Table Tennis and Cricket. The school has an active and successful physical education
department which offers a wide range of popular extra curricular activities. It achieves at the highest levels and the
school boasts many Manchester Champions, Local and National Representatives.
There are teams and/or clubs in the following activities:
• Football
• Athletics
• Badminton
• Hockey
• Cricket
• Table Tennis
• Cross-Country
• Trampolining
• Rugby
• Handball
• Rounders
• Ultimate Frisbee
• Netball

Other Enrichment Programmes
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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SHE Club
Chess Club
Taekwondo
Languages Club which gives the opportunity to gain extra
speaking practice with a language assistant; to learn another
language outside lessons and to find out something of French/
German/Spanish culture from a native speaker.
Cinema and theatre visits to support Sixth Form language
studies.
Boxing Club
Mathematics club
Public Speaking and Debating Society
Parrs Wood has strong International links and residential visits
are offered to pupils at all stages of their school life, including
visits to: France, Spain and Germany (Year 7 and 8);
World War I Battlefields (Year 9); pupil exchanges to France,
Germany and Spain (Years 9 and 10).
Science Club is open to Years 7, 8 and 9.
Design Club for pupils interested in Technology
Textiles club with CAD/CAM
Easter Revision is organised annually for GCSE and A level
students.
Weekly revision and catch-up sessions in most subjects.
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Information
School Uniform

The School Day

A high standard of personal appearance is expected
from all our pupils. The wearing of school uniform is
essential and make-up is not permitted. No jewellery,
other than watches, is allowed to be worn in school.
Phones, Ipods and other similar devices are not
allowed in school. ‘Fashion’ haircuts and colours are
not allowed. No trainers or shoes with trainer-like
appearance are allowed. We recommend that all items
of clothing and equipment are labelled in case of loss as
we do not carry insurance to cover stolen or lost items.
Upon admission to Parrs Wood, parents receive details
of uniform and suppliers. Please refer to the school
uniform policy on the school website for more details.

All pupils should arrive at school by 8.35am.
PCD / Assembly 08.40 to 09.00 am
Period 1
09.00 to 09.50 am
Period 2
09.50 to 10.40 am
Break
10.40 to 11.00 am
Period 3
11.00 to 11.50 am
Period 4
11.50 to 12.40 pm
Lunch
12.40 to 13.25 pm
Period 5
13.25 to 14.15 pm
Period 6
14.15 to 15.05 pm

School Policies
Please refer to our website for the school policies:
www.parrswood.manchester.sch.uk/about/policies.
html

Grant Aid
In certain circumstances, the Education Committee
or the Social Services Department will assist parents
financially. The main categories eligible for grants
are: school uniform, school meals, and maintenance.
Parents are advised to contact these departments
directly.

School Fund
We ask parents/carers to contribute with a one-off
payment as students begin school in Year 7. This
helps to provide additional activities for all students
throughout their time in school where budgets are not
currently available.

Public Access to
Documents
The school oﬃce will make available all documents as
required by the General Data Protection Regulations.
Some are available via the school website:
www.parrswood.manchester.sch.uk
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Health Advisor (School Nurse)
A part time school health Advisor is based in a
designated Medical Room at the school. In addition a
number of staff are trained to give basic First Aid.

Pupil Premium
(‘Closing The Gap’)

• The Government believes that the Pupil Premium,
which is additional to main school funding, is
the best way to address the current underlying
inequalities between children eligible for free
school meals (FSM), or who have been eligible for
free school meals in the last six years, and their
more financially advantaged peers, by ensuring
that funding to tackle disadvantage reaches the
students who need it most.
• In most cases, the Pupil Premium is allocated to
schools and is clearly identifiable. It is for schools to
decide how the Pupil Premium, allocated to schools
per Free School Meal student is spent, since they
are best placed to assess what additional provision
should be made for the individual pupils within
their responsibility.

School Counselling
We have an experienced team of staff who are
trained in counselling, and we also incorporate
external counselling services, to support our
students who may be experiencing personal
challenges. Students may be offered an
opportunity to see a counsellor by their Head of
Learning or may refer themselves confidentially.

Child Protection
Because of the day-to-day contact with children,
schools are particularly well placed to observe
changes in behaviour, outward signs of abuse
or failure to develop. Parents should be aware
that where it appears that a child may have
been abused, the school is required, as part of
the local Child Protection Procedures, to report
their concerns to the Social Services Department
immediately. The school has a child protection
oﬃcer.

Please refer to our School Website to find out more of
how we are utilising our Pupil Premium Funding.

Peer Counselling/
Mentoring
The Peer Education Project is an attempt to utilise the
under-used resource of students in schools. It is clear
that students can be a great asset to their peers and the
whole school community. Now well developed at Parrs
Wood, the project has taken different forms, including
Anti- Bullying Counselling and a Health Drop-in Centre,
all of which have been aimed at reaching fellow
students in need of help.
For several years, students have been trained to mentor
others with their studies. They offer assistance in a
variety of ways including in lessons, tutor time and
with exam revision.
Recent developments have been:
• A specialist team of students has been developing
a study skills package and psychological techniques
to improve learning. Some of the work has been
carried out in conjunction with the University of
Manchester and MMU. It has been assessed and
approved by a professional psychologist and sixth
form students have used the techniques with main
school pupils to help them with their lessons and
revision.
• Sixth Form students have helped to give training so
they can take up roles of responsibility in the main
school.
• The program has expanded to incorporate pupils
through years 8-10.
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Be Involved
Parrs Wood Parent Teacher Association
As a parent or
carer of a student
at the school, you
are automatically
a member of
the Parrs Wood
PTA, the parent-teacher organisation. It provides you
with the opportunity to promote the interests of our
students whilst enabling you to meet other parents/
carers and teaching staff to share ideas and participate
in the decision- making process of the school.
Furthermore, the PTA social events are very enjoyable.
The Association aims to create links between home and
school by supporting the staff at educational evenings
and organising fund-raising activities for parents, staff
and students of the school. The PTA’s major fund-raising
events over the past year have included monthly table
top sales, selling refreshments at the Annual School
Production and at various music and awards evenings
as well as having a stall at the Didsbury Festival.

The money the PTA has raised has enabled the PTA to
provide considerable financial support to the school.
The PTA would obviously be unable to offer such
generous support to the school without the help of
many parents, carers and friends who give up their time
so willingly to assist the PTA in their efforts. It is this
support that makes the PTA so successful and we would
encourage you to make a contribution by becoming an
active member.
Some major donations to the school recently have
been:
• New Honours Board
• Support for the Presentation Evening at Stockport
Plaza
• Increased site security
• Significant contributions to the school Hardship
Fund
• Resources to enhance academic and social
opportunities
• Contributions to the external gym equipment.

Local Governing Body
The Governing Body is the school’s accountable body. It is responsible for the conduct
of the school and for promoting high standards. The Governing Body aims to ensure
that children are attending an effective school which provides them with a good
education and supports their well-being.
The Governing Body is made up of educational specialists, parents, teachers at the
school, local council representatives and representatives from the community and the
world of work. Parent Governors have a child in school, are elected by parents of the
school and serve, as do other Governors, for four years.
Parent Governors bring the views of parents to the Governing Body, but they speak
and act as individuals, not as delegates of the parents. They have equal status in the
work of the Governing Body and have voting rights. If you are interested in becoming a
Governor, the Headteacher will be pleased to provide further details.
For details of membership of the Governing Body please consult our website, or
alternatively contact the school.
In December 2015, the Governing Body made the decision for the school to make an
application to the Department for Education for academy status as a Multi Academy
Trust (The Greater Manchester Learning Trust).
To date, Parrs Wood High School remains the only school within that trust but the
trust is now able to develop formal partnerships with other schools and bid to open
Free Schools should it believe that this will enhance educational provision and improve
outcomes for all children within its care.
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